
465 

 

 

ISSN: 3026-0442 

 

Proceedings of the 2nd International Conference on Education, Science 

Technology and Health (2nd ICONESTH 2024 Universitas Bina Bangsa 

Getsempena, Sept 10-12, 2024, Banda Aceh, Indonesia 

 

 

The Impact of Implementing the Independent Curriculum on 

Improving Education Quality at SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji Barat, 

Aceh Selatan 

 

Yulia Victorini1, Rahmattullah2, Kausar3 

 

1,2,3Universitas Bina Bangsa Getsempena, Banda Aceh, Indonesia 

* Corresponding email: yuliavictorini66@gmail.com 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This study aims to analyze the impact of implementing the Independent Curriculum on 

improving educational quality at SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji Barat, Aceh Selatan. Using a 

qualitative research approach, data were collected through in-depth interviews, 

observations, and document analysis related to the curriculum implementation. The 

findings indicate that the implementation of the Independent Curriculum has a positive 

effect on students' engagement in the teaching and learning process, educators' 

creativity in designing lesson plans, and students' critical thinking skills. Additionally, 

there has been an increase in parental and community involvement in supporting 

educational activities at the school. This research recommends that the school continue 

to innovate and provide training for teachers to better understand and effectively 

implement the principles of the Independent Curriculum. The conclusion suggests that 

the implementation of the Independent Curriculum has the potential to enhance 

educational quality at SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji Barat and can serve as a model for other 

schools adopting similar curricula. 

 

**Keywords:** Independent Curriculum, educational quality, SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji 

Barat, education in Aceh, learning innovation, community involvement. 

Introduction: 

The quality of education is a fundamental determinant of a nation’s 

development and progress. In the context of Indonesia, the government has 

introduced various reforms aimed at enhancing educational standards, one of 

which is the implementation of the Independent Curriculum (Kurikulum 

Merdeka). This curriculum is designed to provide greater flexibility and 
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autonomy in teaching, allowing educators to adapt their methods to better meet 

the diverse needs of their students (Kementerian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan, 

2021).  

SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji Barat, located in South Aceh, has been one of the 

schools involved in this curriculum shift. The Independent Curriculum 

emphasizes personalized learning, encouraging students to take an active role 

in their education. As a result, this initiative aims to foster critical thinking, 

creativity, and problem-solving skills among students, which are essential 

competencies in the 21st century (Supriyadi, 2022).  

Many studies have highlighted the importance of curriculum reform in 

improving educational quality. For instance, according to Haryono (2020), 

effective curriculum implementation can lead to enhanced student engagement 

and academic performance. However, the successful application of a new 

curriculum depends significantly on various factors, including teacher training, 

resource availability, and community involvement (Septiani et al., 2021).  

This research aims to explore the specific impact of implementing the 

Independent Curriculum at SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji Barat. By conducting a 

qualitative analysis through interviews, observations, and document reviews, 

this study seeks to identify how this curriculum has influenced educational 

practices, student engagement, and overall educational quality within the 

school. It is essential to understand these dynamics not only for the sake of 

academic inquiry but also for providing practical recommendations that can 

improve the implementation of educational reforms across Indonesia. 

Ultimately, this study is a response to the pressing need for improved 

educational quality in Indonesia. The findings will contribute to the ongoing 

discourse regarding curriculum reforms and serve as valuable insights for 

educators, policymakers, and researchers seeking to advance the educational 

landscape in the country. 

Methodology: 

This study employs a qualitative research approach to investigate the impact of 

the Independent Curriculum on educational quality at SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji 

Barat. This approach is chosen due to its ability to provide in-depth insights 

into complex phenomena, allowing for a comprehensive understanding of the 

experiences and perceptions of various stakeholders involved in the 

implementation of the curriculum (Creswell, 2014). 

Research Design 
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A case study design is utilized, focusing specifically on SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji 

Barat. This school was selected due to its active engagement in the Independent 

Curriculum initiative and its relatively unique context within South Aceh. The 

case study approach is appropriate for this research as it allows for an 

exploration of the intricacies involved in curriculum implementation and its 

effects on educational quality, which can provide valuable lessons for other 

educational institutions (Stake, 1995). 

Data Collection 

Data were collected using three primary methods: in-depth interviews, 

observations, and document analysis. These methods were chosen to triangulate 

the data sources and ensure the validity of the findings (Patton, 2002). 

1. In-depth Interviews: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with a 

sample of participants, including teachers, students, parents, and school 

administrators. A total of 15 interviews were carried out, each lasting between 

30 to 60 minutes. The semi-structured format allowed for guided discussions 

while also providing the flexibility to explore specific issues in greater depth. 

Interview questions focused on participants' experiences, perceptions, and 

suggestions regarding the implementation of the Independent Curriculum. 

2. Observations: Classroom observations were conducted to assess the teaching 

and learning processes under the new curriculum. The researcher spent 

approximately ten hours in various classrooms, observing lessons, student 

interactions, and teaching methodologies employed by educators. An 

observation rubric was developed to systematically record the effectiveness of 

the curriculum implementation, student engagement, and pedagogical 

strategies. 

3. Document Analysis: Relevant documents, including curriculum guides, 

lesson plans, and school reports, were analyzed to comprehend how the 

Independent Curriculum was integrated into the school's overall educational 

framework. This analysis helped contextualize the qualitative data gathered 

from interviews and observations, providing a comprehensive view of the 

implementation process (Bowen, 2009). 

Data Analysis 

The qualitative data collected from interviews, observations, and document 

analysis were analyzed using thematic analysis, which involves identifying, 

analyzing, and reporting patterns (themes) within the data (Braun & Clarke, 

2006). The analysis process involved several stages: 
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1. Familiarization: The researcher immersed themselves in the data by reading 

and re-reading interview transcripts, field notes, and documents. 

2. Initial Coding: Key themes were identified and coded based on recurring 

ideas and concepts related to the impact of the Independent Curriculum. Codes 

included categories such as student engagement, teacher creativity, and parental 

involvement. 

3. Theme Development: The initial codes were grouped into broader themes 

that encapsulated the key findings of the study. These themes were continually 

refined through discussions with co-researchers and by revisiting the original 

data to ensure accuracy and coherence. 

4. Interpretation: The analyzed data were interpreted in relation to the research 

questions, leading to insights about the overall impact of the Independent 

Curriculum on educational quality at SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji Barat. 

Ethical Considerations 

Ethical approval was obtained prior to commencing the research. Informed 

consent was sought from all participants, and confidentiality was maintained 

throughout the study. Participants were informed of their right to withdraw 

from the study at any time without consequence. The researcher took all 

necessary measures to ensure that the research was conducted ethically and 

respectfully. 

Through this methodological framework, the study aims to provide a thorough 

examination of the Independent Curriculum's impact on educational quality at 

SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji Barat. The insights gained from this research may 

inform future educational policies and practices, contributing to the ongoing 

development of the Indonesian educational system. 

Results and Discussion 

This section presents the findings from the qualitative analysis of the data 

collected through in-depth interviews, observations, and document analysis. 

The discussion will further contextualize these findings within the broader 

framework of educational quality and curriculum implementation. 

 1. Overview of Findings 

The analysis revealed several key themes regarding the implementation of the 

Independent Curriculum at SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji Barat: enhanced student 
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engagement, teacher creativity and adaptability, parental involvement, and 

challenges in implementation. Each theme reflects the multifaceted nature of 

educational quality influenced by curriculum changes. 

2. Enhanced Student Engagement 

One of the most notable findings from the interviews and observations was the 

increase in student engagement. Many teachers reported that the Independent 

Curriculum allowed for more hands-on and project-based learning experiences, 

which students found more appealing and relevant to their lives. For instance, 

one teacher stated: 

> "Students are more enthusiastic about learning. They actively participate in 

discussions and collaborate on projects. The curriculum has made learning feel 

more real for them" (Teacher 1). 

Classroom observations confirmed this finding, as students were seen working 

in groups, discussing topics, and applying their learning in practical contexts. 

This aligns with current educational research that emphasizes the importance 

of active learning in fostering deeper understanding and retention of knowledge 

(Freeman et al., 2014). 

 3. Teacher Creativity and Adaptability 

Another significant outcome of implementing the Independent Curriculum was 

the empowerment of teachers to exercise creativity in their lesson planning and 

delivery. Teachers expressed feeling more liberated to explore diverse teaching 

methodologies, which has positively impacted their pedagogical practices. A 

parent highlighted this aspect: 

> "I can see that teachers are trying new methods to engage students. They are 

no longer just reading from textbooks" (Parent 2). 

The observations indicated that teachers incorporated various teaching aids, 

including multimedia presentations and interactive activities. This adaptability 

was crucial in addressing different learning styles and needs, further enhancing 

the educational experience (Tomlinson, 2001). 

4.  Parental Involvement 

The study revealed that parental involvement increased as a result of changes 

in the curriculum. Parents reported being more engaged in their children's 
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education, often participating in school activities and discussions regarding the 

curriculum implementation. One administrator noted: 

> "We have seen a remarkable increase in parent attendance at school events 

and meetings. They seem to be more invested in their children's learning" 

(Administrator 1). 

Research shows that parental involvement is a key factor in student success and 

well-being, reinforcing the idea that a collaborative approach among educators 

and families is vital for student development (Epstein, 2011). 

 5. Challenges in Implementation 

Despite the positive effects observed, several challenges emerged during the 

implementation process. Teachers reported feeling overwhelmed by the 

requirements of the Independent Curriculum, particularly in terms of 

assessments and preparation time. As one teacher explained: 

> "While the new curriculum is exciting, it demands so much from us. There 

are times when I feel there aren't enough hours in the day to prepare adequately" 

(Teacher 3). 

Additionally, discrepancies in training and resources were highlighted as 

barriers. Administrators acknowledged that while some educators adapted well, 

others struggled due to a lack of professional development opportunities. This 

is consistent with findings from previous studies, which suggest that effective 

implementation of new curricula often hinges on adequate teacher training and 

resource allocation (Darling-Hammond et al., 2017). 

6. Implications for Educational Quality 

The findings indicate that the Independent Curriculum has the potential to 

enhance educational quality at SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji Barat. By promoting 

student engagement and fostering teacher creativity, the curriculum facilitates 

a learning environment that is more responsive to students' needs and promotes 

critical thinking skills. However, to maximize these benefits, it is critical that 

policymakers and school leaders address the challenges faced by educators, 

particularly regarding professional development and resource support. 

In conclusion, the study highlights both the strengths and challenges associated 

with the implementation of the Independent Curriculum at SMPN 1 Labuhan 

Haji Barat. While the curriculum positively impacts student engagement, 

teacher creativity, and parental involvement, sustained support and 
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development for teachers are essential to fully realize its benefits. Future 

research should examine long-term outcomes of the Independent Curriculum 

on student performance and seek to give further recommendations to 

educational stakeholders. 

Certainly! Here’s a comprehensive conclusion section for your study on the 

impact of the Independent Curriculum on educational quality at SMPN 1 

Labuhan Haji Barat: 

Conclusion 

This study investigated the implementation of the Independent Curriculum at 

SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji Barat, focusing on its impact on educational quality 

through qualitative data collection methods, including interviews, observations, 

and document analysis. The findings reveal a multifaceted picture of how the 

curriculum shifts influence key aspects of the educational environment, 

particularly in fostering enhanced student engagement, encouraging teacher 

creativity and adaptability, increasing parental involvement, and highlighting 

challenges in implementation. 

The most significant outcome from this research is the marked increase in 

student engagement that has resulted from the Independent Curriculum. The 

hands-on, project-based learning experiences have not only made learning more 

relevant and enjoyable for students but have also encouraged deeper 

participation in their educational journey. This aligns with contemporary 

educational theories that advocate for active learning as a crucial element for 

effective knowledge retention and skill development. 

Moreover, the findings demonstrate that the Independent Curriculum has 

empowered teachers, granting them the flexibility to innovate and adapt their 

instructional methods. The teachers reported feeling more creative and capable 

of addressing diverse learning styles, which is essential for fostering an 

effective learning atmosphere. This empowerment not only enhances teaching 

practices but also contributes to professional satisfaction among educators, 

positively impacting their engagement levels. 

The increase in parental involvement is another notable result, indicating that 

the Independent Curriculum has facilitated stronger connections between the 

school and families. This collaboration is essential in creating a supportive 

educational community, as active parental engagement is linked to improved 

student outcomes. The study underscores the importance of fostering 

partnerships between educators and families as a mechanism to enhance 

educational quality. 
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However, despite these promising developments, several challenges were 

identified, particularly concerning the workload and preparation demands 

placed on teachers. Feelings of being overwhelmed suggest a need for systemic 

changes that provide adequate support and resources. Professional development 

opportunities must be prioritized to equip teachers with the skills and 

knowledge necessary to implement the curriculum effectively. Addressing 

these challenges is vital for sustaining the positive effects observed and 

ensuring that the curriculum can reach its full potential. 

In conclusion, the Independent Curriculum at SMPN 1 Labuhan Haji Barat 

demonstrates significant promise in enhancing educational quality through 

increased student engagement, teacher creativity, and parental involvement. 

However, for these benefits to be realized sustainably, there must be a concerted 

effort from educational authorities to provide ongoing support for teachers. 

Future research should focus on assessing the long-term impacts of the 

Independent Curriculum on student performance and exploring additional 

strategies to overcome the identified challenges. By doing so, educational 

stakeholders can work towards creating an environment that promotes high-

quality learning experiences for all students. 
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