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Abstract 

 

This study delves into the enhancement of students' reading interest through the 

fostering of early literacy at SDN 1 Pagar Air. The research employs a library research 

methodology to analyze existing literature on early literacy practices and their impact 

on developing reading interest among elementary school students. Through a 

comprehensive review of relevant studies, the paper identifies key strategies and 

approaches that have been effective in promoting reading engagement at a young age. 

The findings underscore the importance of cultivating a reading culture within 

educational institutions and the role of teachers, parents, and the community in 

supporting early literacy initiatives. This research aims to provide insights and 

recommendations for educators and policymakers to implement effective literacy 

programs that instill a lifelong love for reading in students. 

 

Keywords: early literacy, reading interest, elementary education, library research, SDN 

1 Pagar Air, educational practices, reading culture. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Reading is a fundamental skill that plays a crucial role in a child's cognitive and social 

development. Research has consistently shown that early literacy experiences 

significantly influence a child's attitude towards reading and learning as they progress 

through their educational journey (Whitehurst & Lonigan, 1998). In Indonesia, the 

importance of cultivating a reading culture within schools, particularly at the 

elementary level, cannot be overstated. This is especially relevant in the context of SDN 

1 Pagar Air, where the need to enhance students’ reading interest has become 

increasingly pressing. 

 

In today's digital age, where distractions abound and reading is often overshadowed by 

digital media, fostering a strong foundation in literacy through engaging and culturally 

relevant practices becomes essential. According to the National Early Literacy Panel 
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(2008), early literacy skills are critical predictors of later reading success, emphasizing 

the need for educational institutions to implement effective literacy programs from an 

early age. 

 

To address this issue, this study focuses on the processes and methodologies that can 

be utilized to cultivate early literacy at SDN 1 Pagar Air. Through a thorough 

examination of existing literature and research studies, the goal is to identify best 

practices that have been successful in other educational settings and assess their 

applicability within the context of this elementary school. The integration of reading 

activities that emphasize enjoyment, comprehension, and critical thinking is imperative 

in instilling a love for reading among children (Guthrie & Wigfield, 2000). 

 

Moreover, this research will explore the role of teachers, parents, and the community 

in supporting early literacy initiatives. Collaboration among these stakeholders is vital 

in creating an enriching literacy environment, where children feel motivated to read and 

explore new ideas. This collaboration aligns with the findings from the Collaborative 

for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL, 2015), which highlight the 

effects of a supportive community on student achievement. 

 

Ultimately, the objective of this research is to provide evidence-based 

recommendations for fostering a reading culture at SDN 1 Pagar Air. By emphasizing 

the significance of early literacy and its influence on reading interest, this study aims 

to contribute to the broader discourse on educational reform and the promotion of 

lifelong learning in Indonesia. 

 

Methodology: 

 

This study employs a qualitative research design, utilizing a library research 

methodology to explore the enhancement of students' reading interest through early 

literacy practices at SDN 1 Pagar Air. The methodology consists of several key stages: 

the identification of relevant literature, systematic analysis, and synthesizing findings 

to draw actionable conclusions. 

 

1. Literature Review 

 

The first phase of the research involves an extensive literature review to compile 

existing studies, theories, and frameworks related to early literacy and reading 

engagement. Databases such as Google Scholar, JSTOR, and ERIC will be utilized to 

source peer-reviewed articles, books, educational reports, and case studies that focus 

on literacy development in young children. Key terms for the literature search will 

include "early literacy," "reading interest," "elementary education," "literacy practices," 

and "reading culture." 

 

2. Selection Criteria 

 

The selected literature will adhere to specific criteria to ensure relevance and 

credibility: 
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- Recency: Preference will be given to studies published within the last two decades to 

reflect current trends and practices in literacy education. 

- Geographical Context: While some international studies will be included for 

comparative purposes, a significant focus will be placed on research conducted within 

Indonesia or in similar educational contexts. 

- Peer-reviewed Sources: Only articles and reports from recognized educational 

journals, institutions, or organizations will be considered to assure the quality and 

reliability of the information. 

 

3. Data Analysis 

 

Once the literature is gathered, a systematic analysis will be conducted. The analysis 

will be guided by thematic coding, which involves identifying and organizing data into 

themes or categories related to early literacy practices and factors influencing reading 

interest. The coding process will highlight common strategies, challenges, and 

successful practices that have been documented in the literature. 

 

4. Synthesis of Findings 

 

The synthesized findings will be presented in a structured format, delineating the 

effective strategies identified in the literature. This will include grouping the practices 

into broad categories such as: 

- Classroom Strategies: Activities that promote interactive reading, comprehension 

skills, and student engagement. 

- Parental Involvement: The role of parents in nurturing a reading environment at home, 

including shared reading practices and storytelling. 

- Community Engagement: Initiatives involving libraries, community centers, and local 

organizations that support literacy development outside of school. 

 

5. Framework Development 

 

Building on the synthesized findings, a framework for enhancing reading interest 

through early literacy will be developed. This framework will outline specific 

recommendations for educators at SDN 1 Pagar Air, incorporating practical 

applications that align with the school’s existing curriculum and cultural context. 

Special emphasis will be placed on the integration of local literature and cultural 

narratives that resonate with the students to foster a sense of belonging and relevance 

in reading activities (Moll et al., 1992). 

 

6. Validation and Expert Review 

 

To ensure the validity and applicability of the proposed strategies and framework, a 

review by education experts and literacy specialists will be sought. Feedback will be 

collected through structured interviews or focus groups, allowing for refinement of the 

recommendations based on expert insights and the practicality of implementation 

within the specific educational setting of SDN 1 Pagar Air. 

 

7. Ethical Considerations 



Title of Paper (Name Author One and Name Author Two) 
  

521 

 

 

While this research entails a library study without direct contact with participants, 

ethical considerations remain essential. All sources will be appropriately credited, and 

the research will adhere to academic integrity principles, ensuring that all information 

is accurately represented and free from plagiarism. 

 

The methodology outlined above aims to provide a comprehensive and systematic 

approach to understanding and enhancing students’ reading interest through early 

literacy practices. Harnessing existing literature and expert validation will contribute to 

developing practical strategies that educators at SDN 1 Pagar Air can implement to 

foster a deeper love for reading among their students. 

 

Results and Discussion 

 

This section presents the findings derived from the literature review and analyses of 

methodologies concerning early literacy and reading interest at SDN 1 Pagar Air. By 

synthesizing the gathered data, we aim to identify effective practices and frameworks 

that enhance student engagement in reading, ultimately fostering a vibrant reading 

culture. 

 

Results 

 

1. Effective Classroom Strategies 

 

A significant amount of literature emphasizes the importance of engaging classroom 

strategies in promoting reading interest among elementary students. For example, 

interactive reading practices, such as read-aloud sessions and guided reading groups, 

have shown to create a dynamic learning environment (Fisher & Frey, 2008). In their 

study, Gambrell et al. (2007) found that incorporating choice and autonomy in students' 

reading selections contributes to heightened motivation and engagement. At SDN 1 

Pagar Air, using local narratives or culturally relevant texts can further enhance 

students’ connection to reading, substantiating the findings of Goldman et al. (2016), 

who argue that culturally responsive literature cultivates interest. 

 

2. Parental Involvement 

 

Another critical finding from the literature is the influence of parental involvement in 

fostering reading interest. According to a report by the National Literacy Trust (2011), 

children who engage in shared reading experiences with their parents are more likely 

to display positive attitudes towards reading. Strategies such as organizing family 

literacy nights and providing resources for parents to encourage reading at home can 

bridge the gap between school and home literacy activities. In the context of SDN 1 

Pagar Air, initiatives that involve parents, such as workshops on reading techniques or 

storytelling sessions, could significantly enhance the child’s reading experience and 

motivation. 

 

3. Community Engagement 
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Community resources also play a vital role in promoting literacy development, as 

demonstrated by research from the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (2014), which 

highlights the impact of community collaborations and access to libraries on children's 

reading habits. For SDN 1 Pagar Air, partnerships with local libraries and community 

organizations can offer additional reading resources, programs, and activities that 

encourage students to read beyond the classroom. Such collaboration aligns with the 

concept of "community literacy," which recognizes the importance of social context in 

literacy development (Miller & Veatch, 2011). 

 

4. Digital Literacy Integration 

 

With the rise of digital media, integrating technology into early literacy practices has 

also been highlighted as a means to engage students (Leu et al., 2013). Digital tools and 

e-books can provide diverse and interactive reading experiences that can capture the 

interests of today’s tech-savvy children. However, it is crucial to balance digital and 

traditional reading practices to ensure comprehensive literacy development. 

Introducing platforms that allow students to access stories and reading activities may 

be beneficial for the students at SDN 1 Pagar Air. 

 

Discussion 

 

The findings from this research underline the multifaceted approach needed to cultivate 

reading interest among elementary students, particularly at SDN 1 Pagar Air. The 

integration of effective classroom strategies, active parental involvement, community 

partnerships, and the incorporation of digital literacy creates a holistic framework for 

enhancing early literacy. 

 

1. Implementing Classroom Strategies 

 

Educators at SDN 1 Pagar Air should consider adopting interactive and culturally 

responsive reading practices. For instance, teachers may initiate weekly storytelling 

sessions that incorporate local folklore, which can resonate with students’ cultural 

backgrounds and encourage engagement. Research by Sipe (2008) indicates that 

storytelling not only enhances comprehension but also fosters a love for literature. This 

practice aligns with the goal of building a reading community within the classroom. 

 

2. Encouraging Parental Engagement 

 

The role of parents cannot be overstated. Schools can introduce initiatives that actively 

involve parents in their children’s literacy education. For instance, organizing monthly 

family literacy events where parents and students engage in reading-related activities 

could strengthen the bond between home and school literacy practices. Studies suggest 

that such involvement leads to better academic outcomes for students (Fan & Chen, 

2001). 

 

3. Fostering Community Relationships 
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Collaboration with community organizations is essential to create a supportive reading 

environment. For SDN 1 Pagar Air, establishing partnerships with local libraries can 

provide students with access to diverse reading materials and resources. Additionally, 

hosting community reading events can foster a culture of reading within the 

community, encouraging both students and families to prioritize literacy. 

 

4. Navigating Digital Literacy 

 

Integrating technology should be approached thoughtfully to complement traditional 

literacy methods. Educators at SDN 1 Pagar Air can explore e-books and reading 

applications that offer interactive features while ensuring that traditional print texts 

remain a staple in reading practices. Research by Rosen & Sallee (2011) suggests that 

a blended approach can enhance students' overall literacy skills within various contexts. 

 

In summary, the findings of this study affirm the necessity of an inclusive and 

collaborative approach to enhancing reading interest through early literacy practices at 

SDN 1 Pagar Air. By implementing effective classroom strategies, engaging parents, 

fostering community connections, and integrating digital tools, the school can create an 

enriching literacy environment. Future research should focus on evaluating the 

effectiveness of these strategies over time, ensuring adaptability and sustainability in 

promoting a culture of reading within the school. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The findings from this study highlight the critical importance of a multi-faceted 

approach to enhancing reading interest among elementary students, particularly in the 

context of SDN 1 Pagar Air. The synthesis of literature and practice underscores that 

fostering a culture of literacy requires collaboration among educators, parents, and the 

broader community, alongside a thoughtful integration of technology. 

 

Firstly, effective classroom strategies are foundational in engaging students with 

literature. By incorporating interactive and culturally relevant reading practices, 

educators can create a dynamic learning environment that caters to the diverse interests 

and backgrounds of their students. This not only helps cultivate a love for reading but 

also enhances comprehension and critical thinking skills, which are essential for 

academic success. 

 

Secondly, parental involvement emerges as a significant factor influencing students' 

attitudes toward reading. When parents actively participate in their children's literacy 

journey, whether through shared reading experiences or community literacy events, 

students feel supported and encouraged, leading to improved literacy outcomes. 

Schools can foster this cooperation by providing resources and organizing events that 

engage parents directly in the learning process. 

 

Additionally, the role of community engagement cannot be overlooked. Establishing 

partnerships with local libraries and organizations enriches the resources available to 

students and promotes a shared commitment to literacy development. Community-
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driven initiatives strengthen the reading culture not only within the school but also in 

the wider environment, making reading a valued and accessible activity for all families. 

 

Lastly, the integration of digital literacy presents both opportunities and challenges. 

While digital tools can enhance reading engagement by offering interactive 

experiences, it is crucial to balance them with traditional reading methods. A blended 

approach ensures comprehensive literacy development, preparing students to navigate 

both print and digital text confidently. 

 

In conclusion, the overall framework for enhancing reading interest at SDN 1 Pagar Air 

hinges on the collaborative efforts of educators, parents, and the community, supported 

by innovative practices and resources. Future efforts should include ongoing evaluation 

and adaptation of these strategies to ensure their effectiveness and sustainability, 

ultimately fostering a robust culture of reading that will benefit students throughout 

their educational journey and beyond. By prioritizing literacy in a holistic and inclusive 

manner, SDN 1 Pagar Air can empower its students to become lifelong readers and 

learners, equipped with the necessary skills for success in an ever-changing world. 
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