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ABSTRACT

This study explores the experiences of Universitas Muhammadiyah Aceh third-
semester English students, focusing on the difficulties they encounter and the
methods they use to get better at writing. The study gathers students' opinions
about the complex range of challenges they face in their writing classes,
emphasizing problems with motivation, vocabulary growth, creative thinking,
organizational abilities, and language mechanics (such as grammar and
punctuation). Furthermore, a significant proportion of students confess that
they are insecure about their writing skills. The study employs a qualitative
methodology, with the main means of gathering data being questionnaires.
There are twenty closed-ended, Likert-scaled questions in these surveys. To
shed more light on the experiences of the students, in-depth insights are also
obtained through interviews. Positively, the results show a trend, with many
students actively seeking to improve through positive means. They use writing
manuals and Internet resources, and they clearly want advice and criticism. In
addition, they consistently engage in self-evaluation and reflection as well as
writing workshops. These findings show that students are making an effort to
improve their writing abilities, even though there are certain common issues.
This study offers educators helpful advice by highlighting the importance of
addressing motivational issues and offering tools to support students as they
develop into competent English writers.
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INTRODUCTION

The development of excellent writing skills is crucial for students to
navigate both their academic and future professional activities in the ever-
changing world of modern education. The purpose of this study is to investigate
the various obstacles that students confront when writing, as well as the
methods they use to improve and hone their writing skills. Developing strong
writing abilities is not only essential for academic achievement but also forms
the basis of effective communication in a variety of settings. Through a
thorough examination of the complexities surrounding both obstacles and
solutions, this research aims to provide insightful knowledge that can guide
instructional strategies and interventions that promote an environment that is
more favorable for the development of students' writing skills.

In writing classroom, each student may encounter unique difficulties.
These difficulties will in some way prevent the students from making progress
toward producing quality writing. The difficulties pupils have when writing are
discussed in the ensuing paragraphs. One of the challenges faced by students is
lack of vocabulary mastery. According to Misbah et al (2017) Lack of
vocabulary has caused the students to face challenges in acquiring writing
skills. Another challenge is that grammar mastery. Students who know very
little about grammar will find it difficult to compose sentences that are properly
structured. Fareed et all (2016) found that students often make mistake in
mistakes in subject-verb agreement, pronouns, tenses, articles, prepositions and
basic sentence structures.

Moreover, Hermawan et all (2023) also found that the main challenges
faced by EFL students when writing an academic articles are mainly
grammatical structure, paraphrasing and organizing ideas. Students often find
it difficult to use proper articles, errors in spelling, punctuation and
capitalization. Additionally, higher education students often unable to construct
ideas about a topic that they want to write and struggle to paraphrase someone
else’s ideas.

Many recent researches have provided several strategies in overcoming
challenges in writing skills. Abadikhah et all (2018) suggested self-regulated
learning strategies as a strategy to develop the students’ interest and ability in
academic writing. Self-regulated learning refers to one’s ability to understand
and control one’s learning environment. Self-regulation abilities include goal
setting, self-monitoring, self-instruction, and self-reinforcement (Crippen &
Hartley 2006). This strategy can be integrated in to four categories: (a)
metacognition (planning, setting goals, monitoring, and evaluating); (b)
motivation (one’s capability to self-motivate, shouldering responsibility for
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successes and failures and enhancing self-efficacy); (c) cognition (strategies to
understand and remember information), and (d) behaviour (help-seeking and
creating a positive learning environment for learning task).

Goctu (2017) proposed the metacognitive strategies in developing
students’ mastery in academic writing. This strategy is a higher order skill that
includes planning, monitoring and evaluating. It is suggested that when the
students possess a good knowledge of a metacognitive strategy, they will
become more independent and autonomous in planning their writing,
monitoring its progress and evaluating the result and hence they will become
successful learners. In addition, Wischgoll (2016) suggested that combining the
cognitive strategy of text-structure knowledge application with the
metacognitive strategy of self-monitoring supports the development of
academic writing in higher education.

Although several recent studies have investigated the challenges faced
by students in writing skills, whether from lecture’s perspective or students’
perspective (Hermawan et all. 2023), but every research context is unique.
Therefore, the current research an attempt to figure out the challenges faced by
EFL students in academic writing based on their perspective and classroom
findings. The research will also suggest several strategies that can be
implemented by both lectures and students to overcome the challenges in
academic writing mastery.

METHODS

A quantitative research methodology was used to look into the
obstacles and methods that students use to improve their writing skills during
this research. Students were given questionnaires as part of the technique,
which sought to learn about their difficulties, viewpoints, strategies and
experiences related to their effort to enhance their writing skills. To further
explore the complexities of the issue and obtain in-depth information to
supplement the survey's findings, interviews were also held. This dual-method
approach, which combined interviews and surveys, was crucial in gaining a
thorough grasp of the students' writing difficulties and strategies they use to
overcome them.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Result
1. Questionnaire

The mastery of writing skills is a fundamental component of academic
success, particularly for students in language-focused programs such as the
English Teaching Program. Understanding the nuanced challenges,
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motivations, and strategies employed by students in improving their writing
abilities is pivotal in designing effective pedagogical interventions tailored to
their needs. To unravel these intricacies, a comprehensive questionnaire was
administered, aiming to delve into the multifaceted landscape of writing-related
experiences among students enrolled in the English Teaching Program at the
Universitas Muhammadiyah Aceh.

Table 1. Challenges in Writing Class

No Statement Strongly | Disagree | Neutral | Agree | Strongly
disagree Agree
1 | often struggle with 20% 10% 20% 40% 20%

a lack of motivation
when it comes to
writing.

2 I find it challenging 10% 10% 60% 20% 10%
to expand my
English vocabulary
for writing purposes.
3 I often feel confused 20% 10% 30% 40% 10%
when | am writing.
4 Creative and 20% 10% 40% 30% 0%
systematic thinking
in writing is a
challenge for me.

5 My efforts in writing 10% 20% 50% 20% 0%
are currently
insufficient.
6 I often lack 11.1% 11.1% 22.2% 11.1% 44.4%
confidence in my
writing abilities.
7 Grammar and 10% 40% 30% 20% 0%
punctuation are areas
where | face
difficulties in
writing.

8 I struggle with 10% 10% 70% 10% 0%
organizing my ideas
effectively in written
assignments.

9 The process of 20% 40% 40% 0 0%
revising and editing
my writing is often a
challenge.

10 | Expressing my 20% 10% 20% 30% 20%
thoughts clearly and
concisely in writing
is something | find
difficult.
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The information gathered from students' answers to questions about writing
techniques and challenges shows a range of experiences. Maintaining
motivation, growing vocabulary, and dealing with ambiguity or neutrality when
organizing ideas were clearly identified as major challenges. Less students,
however, had significant difficulties with grammar, creative thinking, editing
and revision, and clearly expressing their ideas. This emphasizes the need for
individualized support: tactics like thought-provoking questions, constructive
criticism, and focused writing assignments could help students who struggle
with motivation or vocabulary, while more complex approaches or group
critiques could improve the abilities of students who are less problematic with
particular writing components. Based on these findings, tailored interventions
could greatly support students' writing development.

Table 2. Strategies for Improvement

No Statement Strongly | Disagree | Neutral | Agree | Strongly
disagree Agree
1 I actively 10% 40% 30% 20% 0%

memorize new
vocabulary to
enhance my
writing skills.
2 I make a 10% 20% 50% 20% 0%
conscious effort
to increase my
interest and
motivation in
writing.

3 I regularly 10% 20% 50% 20% 0%
practice writing
in English to
improve my
skills.

4 Seeking feedback 10% 10% 10% 40% 30%
and guidance
from instructors
and peers is part
of my writing
improvement
strategy.

5 I use online 10% 10% 20% 60% 0%
resources and
writing guides to
enhance my
writing skills.

6 | participate in 10% 10% 10% 30% 40%
writing
workshops or
courses to
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improve my
writing abilities.
7 I engage in 10% 10% 10% 20% 50%
regular self-
assessment and
reflection on my
writing.

8 I set specific 10% 10% 20% 60% 0%
goals for my
writing
improvement and
track my
progress.

9 I actively seek 10% 10% 20% 60% 0%
opportunities to
write in various
genres and styles.
10 | I believe that 10% 50% 20% 20% 0%
continuous effort
and practice can
lead to
significant
improvements in
my writing skills.

Students' approaches to writing improvement strategies vary, according to
the data. While most don't make an effort to learn vocabulary or write on a
regular basis, a sizeable percentage ask for feedback, make use of online
resources, and evaluate themselves. Setting objectives and experimenting with
different writing styles receive a mediocre amount of recognition. Opinions on
the need of constant work to improve one's writing differ. This diversity
emphasizes the need for specialized support, with an emphasis on elevating
high-engagement behaviors like asking for feedback and boosting involvement
in lower-priority areas like trying out different writing styles. For writing
improvement programs to be effective, it is essential to comprehend students'
preferences.

2. Interview

The interviews gathered insights by posing three inquiries to students enrolled
in the English Teaching Program at the University of Muhammadiyah Aceh.
These questions were tailored around the students' endeavors to enhance their
writing skills. The first query delved into the significance of vocabulary
proficiency in influencing students' endeavors to improve their writing abilities.
The second question probed into whether a lack of enthusiasm among students
for learning English posed a challenge to their efforts in advancing their writing
skills. Lastly, the third question explored whether a deficit in students'
comprehension of proper English writing methods acted as a barrier hindering
their progress in honing their writing abilities.
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Based on the responses gathered from the interview, the writer highlighted
several key observations. Firstly, findings from the initial question indicated
that students emphasized the importance of possessing a sufficient English
vocabulary in their endeavors to enhance writing skills. They expressed how
this proficiency assisted them in structuring coherent sentences and crafting
well-constructed paragraphs.

Secondly, the outcomes of the second question reflected the students' keen
interest in learning English, particularly in improving their writing abilities. A
majority of the students displayed a strong enthusiasm for mastering the
language for various reasons, seeing it as a driving force in their pursuit of
language proficiency. They firmly believed that excelling in English writing
would significantly benefit their future prospects.

Thirdly, the findings from the third question shed light on the students'
understanding of proper English writing. It was evident that a significant
majority found writing more challenging than speaking due to the greater effort
required in composing a coherent and well-organized written piece.

DISCUSSION

The results of the survey and interviews show that students in the
English Teaching Program at the University of Muhammadiyah Aceh face a
variety of writing difficulties and approaches. Motivation issues (40%) and
vocabulary expansion (60%), as well as writing-related confusion (40%), were
identified as major challenges that necessitated the use of engaging prompts
and specialized support for vocabulary development. These results were
corroborated by interviews, which emphasized the need for customized
interventions like individualized feedback and a variety of teaching strategies.
Although some students took the initiative to ask for assistance and research
different writing styles, there was still uncertainty regarding the value of regular
practice in enhancing writing abilities. The integration of survey and interview
data highlights the necessity of customized interventions, flexible pedagogical
approaches, and a nurturing educational setting to improve writing proficiency
within the curriculum.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of this research, students face different types of challenges
in writing class. Therefore, students need a strong motivation in developing
their writing skills. Both intrinsic and extrinsic motivations plays a vital role to
encourage the students. Therefore, Educators could select the most effective
method for teaching writing skills by providing feedback and direction if they
had a thorough understanding of the difficulties faced by both students in
learning writing. Combining multiple strategies in accordance to the students
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need will encourage them to effectively learn and develop their skills in
academic writing.
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