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ABSTRACT 

 

The research entitled "Analysis of Difficulty Level and Differentiation of Class 

VIII IPS Subject Questions at SMP N 1 Kluet Utara" aims to analyze the level 

of difficulty of the questions and the differentiating power of questions in Social 

Studies subject in the even semester of the 2022/2023 academic year. The 

research used a quantitative approach, using descriptive methods. The 

population in this study were all students of class VIII who took the even 

semester test. While the sample is class VIII-2 students consisting of 34 

students. To collect data, documentation and data analysis techniques were used 

using the formula P=N_P/N to find the difficulty level of the questions and the 

formula DP = (RH-RL)/(0.5 N) to calculate discriminatory power. Based on the 

results of the analysis of the questions made by the social studies teacher for 

class VIII-2, when viewed from the level of difficulty, the item items are 

classified as moderate or sufficient. It can be seen that of the 40 items there are 

3 (7.5%) items classified as difficult, 24 (60%) items classified as moderate and 

13 (32.5%) classified as easy. Meanwhile, when viewed from the difference 

power of the questions, it can be categorized as sufficient (moderate). This can 

also be seen from the results of the analysis of 40 items, showing 10 (25%) 

belonging to the bad category, 17 (42.5%) and questions including the sufficient 

category, 12 (30%) being in the good category and only 1 (2.5%) question that 

belong to the very good category. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

One of the important tasks that is often and even generally forgotten by 

teachers is the task of evaluating the measuring instruments that have been used 

to measure the success of teaching of students. The measuring tool referred to 

is the learning achievement test, which, as we have understood, the body 

consists of a collection of test items or test items(Al-faruq, 2023). Teachers who 

have experience teaching and compiling test questions also find it difficult to 

realize that the test is not perfect. Therefore, the best way is to honestly look at 

the results obtained by students. 

 

Teacher-made test questions in schools are usually used to measure 

students' abilities, especially cognitive abilities, both held at the end of learning, 

mid-semester and the end of the semester. Likewise, what was done by teachers 

at SMP N 1 Kluet Utara, where every middle and end of the semester teachers 

were required to be able to make test questions on what subject matter they had 

learned. This test activity certainly requires good quality questions, meaning 

that students are not too easy and not too difficult to answer them(Muharromah 

& Humaisi, 2020). The success of making this question can be proven by the 

test results obtained by students. This means that if the average student test 

scores are low, then of course the questions are too difficult to answer, and vice 

versa if the average student test scores are high, then the teacher's questions 

need to be reviewed. 

 

At SMP N 1 Kluet Utara, the students' social studies semester exam 

scores on average have not reached the KKM set by the teacher. grades and 

remedial exams. The existence of the above problems is caused by the lack of 

time for social studies teachers in preparing mature exam questions. Not only 

that, social studies education teachers have also never carried out item analysis 

on the tests used in the semester's final exams. 

 

Teachers also still have limited personnel to carry out item analysis 

because of the many responsibilities possessed by the teacher such as compiling 

learning tools, preparing learning materials and media, and correcting students' 

work results, all of which are carried out by the teacher himself. Making 

questions that are not good, as an example of a study conducted by (Rahmayanti 

et al., 2020), on teacher-made items in relation to the cognitive aspect where 

the majority of the items are dominated by items with category C1 consisting 

of 13 items (43.3%) , category C2 has 11 items (36.7%), category C3 has 3 

items (10%) and category C4 has 3 items (10%). So that this study needs to 

examine more about the level of difficulty and differentiating power of IPS 

questions made by the teacher at SMP N 1 Kluet Utara. 
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METHODS 

 

The approach used in this research is a quantitative approach. The 

population in this study were all class VIII students who took the even semester 

exam for the 2022-2023 academic year. The sample in this study were 34 

students. The selection of this sample was based on the value of the answer 

sheet given by the average student who had reached the average score 

determined by the social studies subject teacher. This raises the author's 

assumption that the item items made by the teacher are classified as good so 

that students are easy to answer. Data analysis techniques for test items made 

by the teacher. To find out the item difficulty index number, the writer will use 

the formula proposed by Du Bois in Sudijono(Yuslita et al., 2016), namely: 

 

P =
N𝑃

N
 

Where: 

P = Proportion/item difficulty index number. 

NP = Number of testees who can answer correctly 

N = Number of testees who took the learning outcomes test. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

The data used in this research is documentation in the form of semester 

exam questions for the social studies subject for the 2022-2023 academic year 

made by the teacher. In addition to the questions, student answer sheets were 

also collected for later analysis of the level of difficulty and discriminatory 

power. There is also the form of questions or even semester test items which 

are multiple choice questions which consist of 40 questions with a total of four 

options (A, B, C and D). 

 

The test sheets that have been tested are then collected by the writer all 

the question and answer sheets to analyze the level of difficulty and their 

distinguishing power. After all the sheet questions and answers to the test are 

collected, then the writer checks and gives a score to each student's answer. 

Based on the results of the exam, each correct answer will result in a raw score. 

This raw value is obtained by giving a score/value to the item items. One correct 

question is given a value of 2.5. The number 2.5 is the result of dividing 

between 100 and 40 items. To make it clearer the results of the multiplication 

or the raw numbers obtained by each student can be seen in the following table: 
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Table 1. List of Scores Obtained by Students in Answering Social Studies 

Subject Questions Even Semester for the 2022-2023 Academic Year 
No Student Initial Name  Total CorrectAnswers  Score Raw 

1 AR 25 62,5 

2 AV 21 52,5 

3 AR 18 45 

4 AY 16 40 

5 BA 20 50 

6 CZ 27 67,5 

7 CM 29 72,5 

8 DI 33 82,5 

9 FA 24  60 

10 FS 21 52,5 

11 FM 26 65 

12 IC 19 47,5 

13 IN 29 72,5 

14 JH 36 90 

15 JS 30 75 

16 MF 22 55 

17 FR 28 70 

18 MH 16 40 

19 MY 18 45 

20 MA 26 65 

21 AL 30 75 

22 MR 32 80 

23 MS 15 37,5 

24 MZ 22 55 

25 MS 24 60 

26 NE 19 47,5 

27 NR 20 50 

28 NY 35 87,5 

29 PL 34 85 

30 RD 38 95 

31 RF 37 92,5 

32 SG 25 62,5 

33 SH 30 75 

34 SR 33 82,5 

Source: Processed Student Learning Outcomes, 2023 

 

The table above shows how many questions answered correctly by 

class VIII students. Each question answered correctly is given a value of 2.5 

and questions answered incorrectly are not given a fine. So it can be seen in the 

table above the values obtained by each student who became the research 

sample with the highest score of 95 and the lowest score of 37.5. 
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The next step is to analyze the items. A good question is one that is 

neither too easy nor too difficult. Problems that are too easy do not stimulate 

students to increase their efforts to solve them. Vice versa, questions that are 

too difficult will cause students to become discouraged and do not have the 

enthusiasm to try again because they are beyond their abilities. This is in line 

with the theory put forward by Robert L. Thorndike and Elizabeth Hagen in 

Sudijono (Rudhy, 2017), which suggests that the interpretation of the sport and 

the difficulty of a question is that if the answer value is less than 0.30, then the 

question too difficult, if the score is 0.30-0.70, then the question is categorized 

as sufficient and if the value is more than 0.70, then the question is considered 

too easy and may not be used again. 

 

Starting from this theory, it can be stated that based on the results of an 

analysis of the social studies question papers for Class VIII even semester for 

the 2022-2023 school year SMP N 1 Kluet Utara given/tested by the teacher to 

students, the results show the difficulty level of the questions, where out of 40 

items There are 3 questions (7.5%) belonging to the difficult questions, 24 

(60%) moderate questions and 13 (32.5%) questions in the easy category. 

 

The above facts show that the questions for Social Studies class VIII 

even semester for the 2022-2023 school year SMP N 1 Kluet Utara are 

classified as moderate or good, so these tests do not need to be reviewed or 

revised and their quality improved. So that students will continue to be 

motivated in answering the questions correctly will increase. This could happen 

possibly due to the level of understanding of the teacher and his attention to the 

methods/methods of compiling questions that are good and correct are 

sufficient. 

 

The items that had to be revised were due to weaknesses in the three 

areas of study, namely material, construction and language, especially in 

construction. These weaknesses can occur because according to Sumadi (2017: 

28) to be able to write good questions one must have special abilities including: 

(1) mastery of the subjects to be tested, (2) awareness of the values that underlie 

education, (3 ) understanding of the characteristics of the individuals being 

tested, (4) ability to express ideas, (5) mastery of question writing techniques, 

and (6) awareness of strengths and weaknesses in writing questions.From the 

results of the analysis it can also be concluded that the questions tested were 

not examined qualitatively and quantitatively. These questions have never been 

tested regarding material, construction and language through expert review. 

Meanwhile, a quantitative review was also not carried out. 

This is due to the teacher's lack of mastery of the theories of making 

and studying questions. One thing that was surprising from the results of this 

study was that based on the results of the quantitative test it turned out that most 

of the items made were not usable. This is due to the non-fulfillment of the 
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requirements for validity, reliability, differential power of the questions and the 

level of difficulty of the questions. On the other hand, only a few questions are 

acceptable. 

 

Based on the results of an analysis of the points on social studies 

questions for Class VIII even semester for the 2022-2023 school year of SMP 

N 1 Kluet Utara, it shows discriminating power: there are 10 items (25%) which 

are in the bad category, 17 questions (42.5%) are in the sufficient category , 12 

questions (30%) are classified as good and 1 (2.5%) are classified as good. If 

guided by the provisions above, when viewed from the point of view of validity 

or differentiating power of Social Studies Class VIII questions for even 

semester for the 2022-2023 school year, SMP N 1 Kluet Utara can be 

categorized as good or sufficient. This is most likely due to the good 

understanding of the teacher in paying attention to the rules when compiling 

these questions. 

 

According to the results of (Rahmayanti et al., 2020)study, this problem 

differs because there are still some weaknesses in a number of sets of questions, 

namely the weighting of the value of each item and the freedom to choose 

questions, for the essay test. For objective tests, the aspects that are still weak 

are the non-uniformity in the length of the statements between the answer 

choices, the separation of the main question page from the answer page. 

Another weakness for both forms of the test is that there are still pictures 

accompanying the questions that are not clear. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Questions made by the social studies teacher for Class VIII even semester 

for the 2022-2023 school year of SMP N 1 Kluet Utara when viewed from the 

level of difficulty, the item items are classified as moderate or sufficient. It can 

be seen that of the 40 items there are 3 (7.5%) items classified as difficult, 24 

(60%) items classified as moderate and 13 (32.5%) classified as easy.Judging 

from the different power of the questions, it can be categorized as sufficient 

(moderate). This can also be seen from the results of the analysis of 40 items, 

showing 10 (25%) belonging to the bad category, 17 (42.5%) and questions 

belonging to the sufficient category, 12 (30%) being in the good category and 

only 1 (2.5%) ) questions are classified as very good category. 
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