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ABSTRACT
This research uses descriptive qualitative research methods, namely

research based on phenomena observed by researchers in accordance with
events that occurred at State Primary School 14 Banda Aceh. Based on existing
phenomena, the researcher concluded that the learning carried out by teachers
at State Primary School 14 Banda Aceh did not fully use the independent
curriculum due to inadequate facilities and physical conditions so that the
independent curriculum was only implemented in classes | and IV. From the
results of the researcher's observations, it was found that the special strategies
used by teachers in the learning process had an effect on student literacy.
Regarding this, teachers apply literacy strategies which are carried out every
Tuesday to get used to reading in the school field. In addition, students are
required to take part in reading activities in class before learning begins. After
carrying out the reading activity, the student representative comes forward in
front of the other students to tell what he has read. This activity provides an
increase in students' reading literacy by enjoying reading. Students will also
obtain some information from the books they have read. Based on the results
of an interview with one of the teachers, namely a grade 5 teacher, that in order
for thematic learning to run well, the teacher makes lesson plans that are
adapted to several themes in one lesson. Apart from lesson plans, things that
need to be considered so that thematic learning runs well are teaching materials,
learning media, LKPD and other learning tools.
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INTRODUCTION

The world of education can be a forum for the development of various
cultures, including literacy. The literacy culture embedded in students can
influence their level of success, both at school and in social life. The most basic
thing in literacy practice is reading activities. Reading skills are a foundation
for learning various other things. This ability is important for students'
intellectual growth, through reading students can absorb knowledge and
explore the world which is beneficial for their lives(Nafi‘ah, 2020).

Increasing students' interest in reading from an early age is something that
must be done so that students' reading abilities increase. Public interest in
reading, including Indonesian students, is still low. Oral or speech culture is
more popular among people than reading culture. A study revealed that buying
credit is more important to students, when compared to buying books(Sukma,
2021).

Schools implement various literacy strategies in implementing the school
literacy movement, both at the habituation, development and learning stages.
The literacy strategies implemented by each school are adapted to the various
facilities and infrastructure available. The success of implementing a literacy
strategy really depends on the various supporting and inhibiting factors that
exist and how the school responds and acts to overcome these inhibiting factors.
(Sukma, 2021).

By cultivating a culture of literacy in students, it can improve students'
critical thinking skills, because with a culture of literacy students are faced with
several problems that they discover after they read and listen to a story or
information. With the problems that students find, it will automatically give rise
to various problem analyzes so as to form critical student characters(Sd &
Surabaya, nd)

Literacy is a person's ability to use skills and potential in managing and
understanding information when carrying out reading, writing, arithmetic and
solving problems in everyday life.(Setyawan, 2020). Historically, literacy
comes from the Latin litteratus (littera) which means the ability to read and
write. Then this meaning develops into the ability to master knowledge in a
particular field. Literacy has several meanings, namely the ability to write and
read, a knowledge or skill in a particular activity or field, an individual's ability
to process the information and knowledge they have acquired for life skills, and
the use of letters to describe a sound or word.(Harahap et al., 2022).

Literacy is not only defined as reading and writing activities, but literacy is
also related to how a person communicates with other people related to science,
culture and language. Literacy in the context of school literacy is defined as the
ability to understand, the ability to access something and use it in various
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activities including reading, writing, listening and speaking.(Pati & Rohim,
2023).

When entering the world of education, reading and writing are the initial
factors and first steps for a child. If a child cannot write, indirectly the student
also cannot read, and vice versa. Reading is the process of searching for
information using the mind which will later be processed into knowledge so
that it can be useful in life now and in the future. Information can be obtained
from anywhere, for example, from books, the internet, people around you and
so on. Meanwhile, writing is a way for someone to communicate indirectly
using written language, or not face to face with one another(Safitri & Dafit,
2021).

State Primary School 14 Banda Aceh is one of the elementary schools that
implements literacy strategies, located on Jl.Utama, Pango Raya Village, Ulee
Kareng District, Banda Aceh. In carrying out its activities, this school is under
the auspices of the Ministry of Education and Culture. This school has an A
accreditation. Not all of the learning carried out by teachers at this school uses
the independent curriculum due to inadequate facilities and physical conditions
so that the independent curriculum is only implemented in grades 1 and IV. This
school applies several literacy strategies primarily in integrative thematic
learning to increase vocabulary, insight, knowledge and critical thinking skills
for decision making.

In the 2013 curriculum at elementary school level, thematic learning is
conceptualized as thematic-integrative learning. Based on the attachment to the
Minister of Education and Culture's Regulation No. 67 Elementary School
Curriculum, integrative thematic learning is a learning approach that integrates
various competencies from various subjects into various themes. Religious
education and character education subjects are excluded from using thematic-
integrative learning(Mutiani et al., 2021).

The 2013 curriculum is a form of change in the education system in
Indonesia. This change in the educational curriculum is an effort to reform
Indonesian education to make it better. Learning in the 2013 curriculum is
carried out through integrative thematic learning, namely learning that uses
themes to link various subjects so that it becomes meaningful learning for
students. Integrative thematic learning is an integrated learning model that
allows students, both individually and in groups, to actively explore and
discover scientific concepts and principles in a holistic, meaningful and
authentic manner.(Darnita & Slameto, 2019).

The integrative thematic model emphasizes student-centered learning and
carries a character that focuses on a combination of scientific disciplines in the
form of skills, concepts and attitudes in one topic. This is in line with the
development stage of children aged 7-15 years (concrete operational) by
looking at everything with a complete or holistic unit. From this description,
the 2013 Curriculum is designed to prepare people to have productive, creative,
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innovative and affective abilities through strengthening knowledge, skills and
attitudes.(Demonika et al., 2020).

METHODS
This research uses descriptive qualitative research methods. This

means that the data collected is in the form of detailed descriptions or
narratives, not numerical measurements. Descriptive qualitative research was
carried out to explain existing research without manipulating the data on the
variables studied. This research was carried out in the odd semester of the
2023/2024 academic year, namely in October 2023 State Primary School 14
Banda Aceh. Data collection techniques use interviews, observation and
documentation. The interviews were carried out to obtain information related
to the research objectives where the resource persons were the school principal
and teachers at State Primary School 14 Banda Aceh. Observation and
documentation techniques are carried out to obtain the necessary supporting
data so that more in-depth research data can be obtained.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Based on observations carried out State Primary School 14 Banda Aceh
and based on interviews with the principal, namely Mr. Kamaruzzaman,
S.Pd.l.,, MM., State Primary School 14 Banda Aceh has its own strategy for
increasing literacy. The strategy is that every Tuesday before starting teaching
and learning activities in class, students will gather in the field to read books.
After that, the student representative came forward in front of the other students
to tell what he had read. Librarians and teachers work together in implementing
literacy strategies in integrative thematic learning at this school. The librarian
provides the books needed by the teacher and the teacher adapts the books the
students will read to the learning that will be carried out.

Figure 1. Interview with the Principal

The implementation of literacy strategies in integrative thematic learning
at this school is very good. There is a significant increase in students' abilities.
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Students are more confident and have more knowledge. Teachers at this school
measure the success of implementing literacy strategies by assessing when
teaching and learning activities take place. Is there an increase in student
abilities or does the strategy need to be changed? The school provides several
facilities to implement this literacy strategy, such facilities as providing several
books for students to read, providing carpets to sit on during literacy activities
on Tuesdays, providing reading corners in class, and so on.

In integrative thematic learning itself, there are also special activities in the
class. Before starting learning, students are directed by the teacher to read the
book first so that students gain initial knowledge. However, there are several
obstacles on the part of teachers in implementing this strategy. Some teachers
lack the potential to implement this strategy, especially in digital literacy.
Teacher competency can be seen when teaching and learning activities in class
take place, the teacher's track record and the lesson plans used by the teacher.
This school has a literacy development plan, especially in integrative thematic
learning. State Primary School 14 Banda Aceh has plans to involve students in
various activities or competitions that can develop students' literacy skills. This
school does not involve parents directly in implementing literacy strategies.
Parents are involved if there are competitions that students will take part in,
whether related to literacy or not.

Figure 3. Interview with Grade 4 Teacher

Based on the results of class teacher interviews. The class teacher
implements literacy strategies in integrative thematic learning by giving
students around 5-10 minutes to read books before starting learning. All classes
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from class | to class VI are given around 5-10 minutes for students to read
before starting the lesson. After reading, students will tell about the book they
read. Literacy strategies in integrative thematic learning are very suitable for
implementation in elementary schools because this activity can foster students'
reading habits, add new vocabulary and increase students' knowledge.

In implementing this strategy, a teacher needs to prepare a syllabus,
program, lesson plans, teaching materials (the material in teaching materials is
arranged by combining various subjects into one theme so that they can be well-
continuous), learning media, and other learning tools. By implementing reading
literacy strategies before starting learning, children who are lazy about reading
can make them like reading. If the child does not read books, he will feel
embarrassed by his other friends, so he will also be motivated to like reading
because the child's habits or character will depend on his environment.

The implementation of literacy strategies in integrative thematic
learning has been maximally implemented. This strategy is implemented every
day before learning begins. However, in implementing this strategy, there are
several difficulties. When teachers direct or give instructions to students,
sometimes there are some children who are less orderly and less manageable.
The way teachers assess students is by paying attention to several aspects, such
as cognitive, affective and psychomotor aspects.
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Figure 3. Photo with teachers at State Primary School 14 Banda Aceh

CONCLUSION

State Primary School 14 Banda Aceh is an elementary school located on
Jl.lUtama Desa Pango Raya Kec.Ulee Kareng Banda Aceh. Based on
observations carried out in State Primary School 14 Banda Aceh and the results
of interviews with the principal and teachers, there is a special literacy strategy
implemented at this school. teachers apply literacy strategies every Tuesday to
get used to reading in the school field. In addition, students are required to take
part in reading activities in class before learning begins. After carrying out the
reading activity, the student representative comes forward in front of the other
students to tell what he has read. This activity provides an increase in students'
reading literacy by enjoying reading. Things that need to be considered so that
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thematic learning runs well are lesson plans, teaching materials, learning media,
LKPD and other learning tools.
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